Build a sanctuary

and they will come

The stream of abandoned animals is turning into a flash floo

at Joyce Smith’s door, PETER CHENEY writes

loyce Smith, 77, lives with more than 100
cats. Quiside, therelds a building with about
300 more, plus pigeons, parrots, rats,
raccoons, squirrels and a pair of feral dogs.

he life of a fanatic is a hard
o Smiths life is
no exceplion. Al 77, she's
Incked into a schisdule that
could kill someone halfher age. She
rises at & w.m, after sleeping just a
few hours, aned immediately starts
10 work. Thee's no time for break-
[ast. When you five with more than
100 cats, their needs vome first.
The cats:in the house are merely
the overflow, (Outside, there is a

building with-about 300 more, plus:

asunidry collection of pigeons, par-
rols, mats, raccoons, sgldmels and a
pair of ltral dogs that look like an
Hll-advised  uniony beiween  the
Queen Mother's corfziand a hyena.

Welecome (o Secont  Chance
Wildlife Sanctugry, Dpened by Ms.
Smith 10 years ago on & [armnorth
of Pickaring, the nperation offers a
final hope for hundreds of injured,
lostand unwanted animals,

There has been a steep price @
pay. Ms, Smith has bartled privvin-
cial authorities, scrambled for
money and worked -atound the
clock. She lias breathed in'so much
cal hair that she was tnce lorced o
spend several months on’ oxygen,
“I'mabit gdd," she says, | admitic”

Ms. Smith has the resilience of a
battle commander. At the momient,
shio is (eetering on the verge of
bankruptey, (hanks (o 4 food of
new animal arrivals, yet remains
confident that things will somehow

work pat, ' always going broke,"
she says,
Ms:  Smith  opened Second

Chance, an opetion that resem-
bles a cross between Mother Tere-
sa’s Calcdtta clinic and a zow, in
1996, Before that, she spent 25 yoas
caring for animals in her-house in
Plekering (and dealing with angry
neighbours).

AMlthaugh the firm Incation hag
eliminated hat problem, other
woes have arisen. Most significant
has been a sharp increase in num-
bers. Ms. Smith's operation now
deals with thousands of animals 4
year, moglly cats: h

“People are ridiculous,” she says.
"They get cats they don't care
about, and they don't spay or neuter
thietn. Then they think they can put
them (o skeep just because they
don't fit their lifestyle

Originally, the anlmals were kept
i an outbuilding. When that filled
W capacity, Ms. Smith began taking
cals Inlo her house, which now
serves as o inmbling tesiament 1o
the depth. of her commitment,
There ate 17 litter hoxes; which:are
changed [nan endless; Aegean-sta-
bles:style task, The air Is saturated
with the competing aromas ol cat
urine, cleaning flulds and Felieze
air freshener — she keeps several
dozen spray bottles on the go. She
has becomie accustomed 1o the
smmell "I sl no she Gays.
"Butit’s nor nfiensive.”

Ms. Smi owne requirements
have heen subjugated (o the needs
of the fellne empire. The woodwork
<o raueh (lad i
luuks like driftwood, and cat hatr
coatsthe furiiture like a layer of al-
paca eece Ms. Smitlisleeps onthe
sofa. covered with cats. She rarely
eats, stnce any [ood prepamtion
britues an oosiaveht of cats, Her diut

\%( A
Jeri?

iscanfined to small, hasty snacksaf
food that cats don'l find appealing,
such as cereal,

The shelter is.a shoesaing spera-
tion. The farm is on loan from golf
course developer ClubLink Proper-
ties. A small team of voluriteers
comies i each day, Ms, Smith e
ceives no income from. Second
Chance, and lives offher federal old
age pensinn, The costs of garing for
s0 many animals are astronomical,
regularly running to more than
$8,000 amonth. ([Among the cosisis
§26.a month (o tim the Jower teeth
of a mbbit with a condition thai
makes. them keep growing) The
money comes [rom donors; adop

ton lees and lundraising.

Thetre hiave been run-ins withi the
province. In 2008, the Ministry o
Natural Resources seized some wile
anlmals from Ms. Smith; including
faceoons, Provincial  regulations
Torbid private eitizens from keeping
wildlife, for reasons that include the
safety of humans snd the pracec-
tion ol species; Ms, Smith isn't buy-
lirg it. The ministry, she says, cuth-
amizes too many animals: “What
higrm was it doing for me to save
some wild animals?” she says.

Ms. Smith's Infatuation with ani-
mals began as # chill, when she
lived with her parents on g Butham
fam. Almost every day, she came
home with some new creature —
rabbits, orphaned raceoons and
lest baby squirels. Hermother kept
them ina box near the wood stove,

AL, she and her mother nursed
an Injured bird back to healih, then
released it from the back porch. Tor
M3, Smith, walching the bird Ay up
into the sky and become a dotin the
distance was intoxicating: "That
was the best feeling | ever had.” she
says ‘T helped o craature.”

Asan adult, Ms. Smith oftén look
fn steays that wess given the mnof
(he hpuse. At times; she had a dozen
animals on hand — a facy that may
have played & part in the break-
down of three inarriages,

Today, Ms, Sinith remains com-
mitted w her belief that all crea-
tures are-equal, and that lives st
be protected, no matter the cost
She refuses 0 euthanize animals
unless (hey're suffering, "We dom
gel 10 play God," she says: "Life is
more important than money.

M. Smith sees cach animal as an
individual. And she cin feel their
pain. “Tone, the saddest patis the
cats pining for people who don't
gve a damn about them," she says.
Ma: Smith recalls' o couple whio
shavesd up withy their fwo lesnaged
children and a cat thiey no longer
wanted because it didnt fic thefr
lifestyle. Ms: Smith rold them the
cal was their responsibility.

“1 guess we'll have to pay the vl
to putit down,” thecouple replied.

Ms. Smith ok the cal, which he-
came part of her vast brood. “The
cat stared ouf the window as they
drove away,” she remembers. “They
didn'l' even ook bhack, My heart
braike for that cat”

As Ms. Smith sees di, she is the
prisoner of human selfishness:
“Penple: care more about them-
selves than enything else,” she says,
“I'mnotasweet little old lady. 1'd kil
some of these neople it eo




