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with ene of'her cats.

By Kristen Calls
kedlis @ durhumregion;com

PIGKERING — As Joyce Smith

shaos a’couple of vats 'off-a din-
ing table chair, which hardly ever
has room for herself, shie warns of
Jasmine the cat’s tendency ta “love
bite!

And, after atour of her home and
animal shelter in Pickering, Sec-
ond Chance Wildlife Sanetuary, it's
clear each animal has:a name and
specific characteristics the work
ers are well aware of. That's part
of the procedure at the sanctuary

._Q_.nm mE_E of the mmna_.a Chance Eu_a__ﬂm mmanmQ _oo_a outdoors

that holds around 300 cats (200
live in the shelter; the rest, in her
home) and 200 other animals: the
small staff makes sure to inform
potential adopters of the animalg’
personality traits and needs, This'is
hecause Ms, Smith sees too many
-dbandoned animalsand feelsown-
ers can givethem up foo quickly,

“Ljust feel so soriy for them he-
cause so many people just throw
them away,” she says.

Ms. Smiith gets up ataround 5:45
an, dach day to feed the cats, clean
their litter boxes, give Bm&numca

- FAY
A Groens hews »%mqammm u__esw !

‘Beliw: Vs, Smith has many duicks and has taken inabout 100 inithe umm . ._\

coufpife;of years, This farretls anly abalit six months old and was dropped:”
(Goat is a permanent resident of .~ |/ |

off by a gl in tears. Middle: Silly the:

Second Chance, Top Right: Guinga pigs: Ms. Smith says ﬁm_ssﬁs sﬂw

animaisare sall] Smu hiaVe: persondlities too. . -

to the ones that need it and ba-
sically does: this all day until she
finally goes to bed for the night at
around 1 a.m. As a resull, some-
times she evin forgets to; take care
of herself. Shie has'some help in the
day and welcomes volunteers. Ms.
Smith has bonded with animals
her entire life, having animal-lovers
for parénts and living on 10, acres
growing up. She's always cared far
them; but 'in: 1996 she ichose to
open:Second Chanee on land do-
nated by Cherry Downs' Golf and
Gountry Club in Pickering, Despit2
ihie generosity, she thinks it's only
tealistic the owners may want their
land back one day.

“1 gan't sleep because I worry
about what will happen to the ani-
mals)” she says:

She turns 79 thismonth and fears

what ¢auld happen to the animals:
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Animals in north w_o_a_.sm need land

Founder of animal sanctuary in Pickering fears what will happen to the critters once she’ gone

or even eat. Honey, for example,
has to be foree-fed because she's
<0 upset. Ms, Payne said she eould
tell she had a comioriable lifestyle
hefore someone found her and
dropped herpff atSecond Chance.

"She's depressed, she's sad, she's
heartbroken,” she says. Ms. Payne
adds she's watched others die of o
broken heart,

She says she hears thesame sto-
vies and the same exeuses over and
ovet again

“Tust admit it: you don't want
them,’ she says: “Justadmitit’

Ms. Snith says people need to
understand that animals have feel-
Ings, just like people; Throwing
them out of cart windows, leaving
‘them inthe cold, taking them away
[from their families, or separating
ithem from: other cats they're at-
tached to'is just cruel, ug Eﬁ A

“| just don’t __=%_.mn._a how m__z_s% can

knows people who
would run the shel-
fer, but thinks that
would only be realistic
if she: actually owned

trust toithe animals. Whether
it’s land with-a home or nog,
it'll relieve alot of the stress'she's

been facing: 1f there'is no home

or proper facility for a shelter, like
the'shed she uses now, she's pre-
pared o raise funds to build it.
“They'd probablyzll be put down
(without owning land)/" she- says.
“This is my nightmare! :
Christine Payne works part-time
at the shelter, and tries her hardest
to avoid nmun_.:.:ms. to the animals,
but says “it's, impossible She,
along with: Ms. Smith, even names’

all of them,

“Lwait until-a characteristic hits
me,’ she'says:

Ms. Payne sees a lotof cats who
have been abandoned and said just
this month someone came to the

singetuary, carrying four Kittens in-

4 wired cage only big enough for
two cats. Since’Ms. Smith was out
at the-time, Ms. Payne-asked if the
owner could return at a later time

_‘ s0 she could approve it although

sheknew the sanctuary would 1ake
them anyway. Iie said he would
and left with the cats, Latey; they

were found onithe snowy driveway,

completely covered in dirt and

slush from passing cars.

“Imean come on, haw could you
getrid of this or just dump it i the
smow?” she saysasshe strokes little
Iet, ashori-haired orange: Tabby,
part:of the hunch dropped off,

Some are sp-artached to their

DWTeKs: 55 s&eb Eumbno:mu

once she's gone. She:

the'land. Her dream is a land.
donation: she could leave in

hurt something so innocent. It breaks my
heart every day.”

- Joyce Smith

numberol the ones that bypassthe
shelter and go into the woods get
eaten by coyotes;

“1 just don't understand how
mu_.&o% canhurtsomething so.in-
nocent,” she says, “Il breaks my
heart every dag.”

That's why the sancfuary is “very
meticulous” aboul who gets fo
adopt the animals, People must
physically come into the sheiter
and get to know theanimals, Ms.
Payne explains some will even
come ir1 for a gpecific cat and wall:
out with a different one because it
Best suits their personality,

If anyone can spare land for the
animals; call Ms, Smithiat 905-649-
8282 e-mailjoyee@second-chance.
ws orvisitwww.second-chance.ws.

Donations can be:made online as’

well.

NeWSQUMAMIEgION.Com .
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See the-video online at

newsdyrhamregion.com

Rules for adoption
Ms. Smith s.g.” ﬁoaﬂ the:

cats to st anybody, She has to.

be'convinaed thay!ll abide|by niles
she's putin place:
The website, www.segond:

chancews, offers n-depth de-
soriptions of 1 5 up for adep:
tinn, including age, spacial nesds If
required and personality traits,
Ewmau_m i_% plan 1o adopt

must commit to:

* Not declawinig them, sinte she,
belleves|it's sriel because U
“takes the finst knuk(e."

* Feeding them bothwet and dry:
foad. She suggests feeding them
wet food onee a ddy, and Keeping
dry food for them around all day
10 nibbia opi.

* Feeding them "good" pet food.
Ms: ma_sazummﬁm_aaxsﬂ at'the
ingredients, and if a by-product
js/1he first ingredient, it probably
mm_.;_m:v. dood.

* Having monay for sudtian veteri-
TRy COSts.

* Take the cats for regular check-
LUpS evaryjyear or two.

& _p%uwo;ﬁaaméi_” pals are
(150, and that fneludes i _.._u oc
,ﬁ_aaﬁa&g andamleror
~ghip.

.cfar

_ugz -aiser
Antist Dianiel Kellyis hold
‘art auction; RART aw fsm__%av
[lIve Awareness willy Shaltar), on
Iiriday, Fetl 29, coincldentally Ms,
,@%:.méﬂg w will aﬂ_.__d works
1y 20 lacal’
lielr pipces; as m: E:na ralsed will
e split equally betwagn Second.
Chance a m:& 86y House in Taranto,
\Which oares fof peaple with HIV/
(AIDS: The event Tedtupas live musit,
and wing:and beer willbe offered at
a minimal price, It runs from 7 3010
10/, E v biall, 2 Gower St
(west of Victoria Park Avenusand
seuth a St Clalr Avenue East)in To-
ironte, Formore information; call Mr
IKellyat 41R6AE- 6261, 416-220-2566
o e-mall zorrokelly@sympatico: _%_
n

|Full tietalls ane alsa 6 the Seop
IChance website,



